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1. Purpose

MOTION #C2025-02-19-09 

The purpose of this program is to inform Town of Annapolis Royal (ToAR} water utility customers of 

the potential for cross contamination within the water utility, ensure public health safety through a 

continued safe water supply, and provides backflow prevention device information that would 

reduce the risk to our water utility and to help ensure the safety and cleanliness of the water that is 

produced by the water utility. 

This document will serve to inform residents of precautions that can be taken to avoid cross 

contamination, situations which could require the installation of backflow prevention devices within 

their supply line to reduce the possibility of a backflow incident and also outline the acceptable 

backflow prevention devices and their proper inspection and maintenance requirements for those 

devices. 

2. Definitions

2.1 Air Gap as it relates to the plumbing trade is the unobstructed vertical space 

between the water outlet and the flood level of a fixture. This arrangement will 

prevent any contaminants from flowing into the potable water system by siphonage 

and is the least expensive form of backflow prevention. Common instances where 

an air gap is warranted include: 

• Filling a swimming pool

• Animal watering stations

• Filling any large container with potable water

2.2 Approval to Operate 

2.2 Backflow is a term in plumbing for an unwanted flow of water in the reverse 

direction. Contamination of potable water supplies with foul water can be a serious 

health and safety risk. 

2.3 Backflow Prevention Devices is a device that is installed on a property owner's lateral 

water line that allows water to flow in one direction but never in the opposite 
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